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tion the author passes over to the description of the external aspect of 
the insane, of his language and of his behaviour. 

The language of the insane is very exhaustively treated and justly so; 
the author devotes 180 pages to this special subject. First the element¬ 
ary forms, mimic language (inch gesticulation) and phonation come 
under discussion, then the articulate language is considered. In speak¬ 
ing of the ontogenetic development of articulate language, Morselli 
demonstrates very clearly the manner in which the child learns to think 
and to speak. As this description is rather illustrative of the author’s 
point of view on the subject it shall be reproduced here: 

“ We see that in the child the faculty of thinking, that which we call in¬ 
telligence, develops pari passu with the faculty of speech. The words 
heard by it and gradually understood, are retained in the mnemonic cen¬ 
tres of the auditory images, then imitated by means of the vocal sounds. 
By practice those articulations which the child by means of its pho¬ 
netic attempts has found out to be useful for its relations with the sur¬ 
roundings, are transformed into habits, and they become organized within 
the mnemonic centres of the motor images into more and more easy sys¬ 
tems of articulatory motions. Later the reading, at least in the culti¬ 
vated classes, makes it learn other external symbols for the abbreviation 
of ideas; a new element, the impression of the words represented in 
alphabetic signs, becomes fixed in its turn in the mnemonic centres and 
adds to the material of thought. When the child afterwards learns also 
to write, a last series of impressions, those derived from the motions of 
writing, is deposited in the kirn esthetic centres. In the end the child 
cannot think otherwise but bv speaking and in a certain way also read¬ 
ing internally (internal language), nor can it any more express its own 
states of consciousness and make itself understood except by the repro¬ 
duction of the sounds and graphic signs of words (external language). 

The second part of the book treats on the elementary disturbances of 
the psyche (Semiotica analytica). It would lead too far toenterintoa 
detailed account of the contents of this part. The purpose was to give a 
general idea of the tenor of the book. We may add yet, that the latter 
contains a considerable number of good illustrations. Those at the end 
of the book illustrating the impression in various mental disseases are es¬ 
pecially fine. ONUF. 


LEITKADEN DER PlIYSIOl.OGISCHKN PsYCIlOLOGIE IN 

Funfzeiin Vorlesungkn. By Prof. Dr. Th. Ziehen. 
Third edition. Jena 1896. Gustav Fischer, Pub 
lisher. 

This book was destined originally for the alienist, but has been so 
changed in its form as to adapt it to the necessities both of the physician 
and the naturalist. 

As it may be assumed, that the book which appears now in its third 
edition, is known to a large circle of American alienists and neurologists, 
a lengthy review seems unnecessary. It may, however, be appropriate to 
quote some passages which illustrate the author’s position. 

In the preface Ziehen remarks, that the teachings brought forth by 
him differ much from Wundt’s apperception doctrine, so dominating in 
Germany, and lean closely towards the so-called association psychology 
of the English. This book demonstrates that all psychological phe¬ 
nomena mav be explained without adducing the aid of a special theoreti¬ 
cal factor, tile so-called apperception for their interpretation. 

As rather characteristic of the author’s point of view we further 
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quote Ziehen's definition of the concept “ psychical ”: Everything of 
which we are conscious, and only this, is psychical; we know sensations 
and representations (Vorstellungen), only as far as we are conscious of 
them, and there is no necessity of postulating the occurrence of “ uncon¬ 
scious ” sensations and •‘representations” (Vorstellungen) as many 
authors have done. 

Presumably the chapters on association of ideas will he of special in¬ 
terest to the neurologist It is their purpose to demonstrate that even the 
so-called higher thinking processes can he explained by association of “con¬ 
cepts ” (Vorstellungen) without postulating a new psychical faculty 
(Wundt’s apperception) for their interpretation. The theory of a higher 
intellectual function of the frontal lobe is rejected. 

The psvchologv of speech might have been more thoroughly treated. 

ONUF. 


Leqons dk Clinique Medicai.e. Hy Prof. Pierre Marie. 
Paris, 1896. Mosson et Cie, Publishers. 

Although the lectures before us treat for the most part on subjects of 
general medicine, they discuss also neurological questions; and in view 
of the interest which former products of the author’s pen have excited 
among American neurologists, we feel sure that this new book will also 
have a large circle of readers among them. The lectures are further de¬ 
livered in such an attractive conversational form that it is an actual pleas¬ 
ure to read them. 

The contents of the book are arranged in sixteen lectures The first 
of these is devoted to the description of two important types of arthritis 
deformans. One of these types is designated as “rhumatisme chronic de¬ 
formant infectieux,” the other as “rhumatisme chronic deformant arthri- 
ticjue ou diathesique.” In the form first mentioned infection plays the 
principal part while heredity is of minor importance; in the second form, 
011 the contrary, heredity is a prominent factor. The two forms distin¬ 
guish themselves not only in the mode of onset, but also in the clinical 
aspect 

The second and third lectures treat on thoracic deformities in some 
“medical affections” It is of special interest to note here that the 
“ thorax en entonnoir,” that is the thorax with funnel like incavation in 
the region of the lower end of the sternum, is considered by Marie as a 
physical stigma of degeneracy. Of the other tlioracical deformities we 
take occasion to mention those produced by the progre-sive primary my¬ 
opathies. Aside from the scoliotic and kyphotic deviations occurring here 
the author describes an especially' interesting deformity which he desig¬ 
nates by the characteristic name of ‘ ‘ thorax en taille de guepe [wasp- 
waist] des niyopathiques.” In describing the thoracic deformities of 
acromegaly Marie calls attention to the resemblance between the type of 
1 • policliinelle ” and the acromegaly type, a resemblance which is so strik¬ 
ing that in all probability the classical Punch (Policliinelle classiquc) is 
nothing else but an acromegalic. 

Diabetes mellitus forms the subject for the fifth, sixth and seventh 
lectures. The diabete arthritique, pancr£atique and conjugal are dis¬ 
cussed here, and the multiple origin of nervous diabetes is pointed out. 
In characterizing the “ accidents nerveux ” of diabetes the author dem¬ 
onstrates how these “accidents" are marked by the relative rarity of 
loss of consciousness and especially of true apoplexy, further by the 
atypicalness of the paralytic manifestations, finally by the spontaneous 
tendency to regression of these nervous symptoms. 

The seventh and eighth chapters treat on bronze diabetes and include 



